
About Me Josh Magill

Claire and I moved to Lake 

Sherwood in October of 2023, 

Dylan was born August 2024.

Claire and I enjoy spending 

time on the lake with Dylan, 

working out, traveling, and 

skydiving.

2 dogs – Ludo & Layla

Work at Ford as an Engineering 

Manager

Certified 6 Sigma Black Belt
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Rationale for Supporting Current Rights of all

Lake Sherwood Boat Owners

1. Reducing Lake Sherwood’s current standing of being an All Sports to a Multi Sports 
Lake risks a reduction of property values

2. The State of Michigan has assessed similar legislature to what is being proposed for 
Lake Sherwood and has elected not to proceed with such restrictions. Legally, it 
would be extremely difficult to institute such a ban, even on our private lake.

3. While water quality is a known issue, there is no factual evidence or data indicating 
reducing/eliminating/banning wake boats would make any significant impact on 
water quality.

o Other efforts and subject matter expert recommendations, which are backed with 
evidence, should be adopted first

4. Scientific evidence does not support findings that wake boats are a significant  
cause of shoreline erosion / seawall damage

o There are several scientific papers on both sides of this issue, which are contradicting. 
Peer reviewed studies indicate that operating 200 ft from shore is equivalent to the waves 
created by common natural winds.



Property Value Comparison:

All Sports vs. Multi Sports Lakefront Properties

The following analysis serves as a comparison of property values considering 

whether a similar home resides on an all sports lake or a lake with some level of 

activity/boat restrictions.

Specifically, this analysis compares:

 Lake Sherwood, in Commerce Township, MI

An all sports lake without activity and/or boat size/type restriction

 Tull Lake, in White Lake, MI

A multi sports lake with restrictions on engine horsepower size

Specifically, Tull Lake has engine size restrictions and does not allow jet skis



Comp #1
All Sports Lake Comparator:

Lake Sherwood, Commerce Township, MI

Multi Sports Lake Comparator:

Tull Lake, White Lake, MI

Value of multi sports lake home in this comparison is 26% lower value than all sports lake home



Comp #2
All Sports Lake Comparator:

Lake Sherwood, Commerce Township, MI

Multi Sports Lake Comparator:

Tull Lake, White Lake, MI

Value of multi sports lake home in this comparison is 32% lower value than all sports lake home



Comp #3
All Sports Lake Comparator:

Lake Sherwood, Commerce Township, MI

Multi Sports Lake Comparator:

Tull Lake, White Lake, MI

Value of multi sports lake home in this comparison is 35% lower value than all sports lake home



Comp #4
All Sports Lake Comparator:

Lake Sherwood, Commerce Township, MI

Multi Sports Lake Comparator:

Tull Lake, White Lake, MI

Value of multi sports lake home in this comparison is 22% lower value than all sports lake home



Comp #5
All Sports Lake Comparator:

Lake Sherwood, Commerce Township, MI

Multi Sports Lake Comparator:

Tull Lake, White Lake, MI

Value of multi sports lake home in this comparison is 38% lower value than all sports lake home



Conclusions

 Comp #1:

Value of multi sports lake home was 26% lower than the value of a similar all sports lake home

 Comp #2:

Value of multi sports lake home was 32% lower than the value of a similar all sports lake home 

 Comp #3:

Value of multi sports lake home was 35% lower than the value of a similar all sports lake home 

 Comp #4:

Value of multi sports lake home was 22% lower than the value of a similar all sports lake home

 Comp #5:

Value of multi sports lake home was 38% lower than the value of a similar all sports lake home

 Average:

Value of (5) comparisons of multi sports lake homes were ~30% lower than the value of a similar all sports lake home

Inducing activity/boat/etc. restrictions risks substantial property value degradations



Michigan House Bill 5532

Proposed MI HB5532 sought to require watercraft in “wake sport mode” to be 500 
feet or more from a shore or dock and at a depth of 20 feet or more. MI HB5532 
was not adopted and was rejected before making it out of the proposing 
committee.



Michigan House Bill 5532

Rationale that supported the rejection of MI HB 5532:

Source:

Michigan Boating 
Industries Association



Legal Requirements to Institute Proposed Wake Boat Ban

The LSA HOA does not legally have the power to institute the proposed wake boat ban.

The Michigan Boating Industries Association (MBIA) legal counsel has confirmed with the Michigan 

Boating Law Administrator that the DNR would need to approve any new rules on any Michigan lake 

whether it has a public launch site or not. 

If the LSA HOA Board elects to proceed and this proposal is ratified by the active membership, legal 

proceedings would follow in order to institute this ban, including but not limited to a public hearing 

with the Township.

Note: some other lakes in our area (incl. Orchard Lake) have tried to do this in the past and failed
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2024 Lake Sherwood Annual Water Quality Report

Executive Summary

Recommendations from our 

2024 water quality study did 

not include restrictions on 

boat types/usage



2024 Lake Sherwood Annual Water Quality Report

Discussion & Recommendations

Progressive’s recommendations 

to address our water quality 

issues were thorough, scientific, 

and highly detailed.

Banning of a certain type of boat 
or towed watersports activity was 

not included in the 

recommendations to improve 

water quality.



2024 Lake Sherwood Annual Water Quality Report

2025 Proposed Management Activities



Numerical Study of the Impact of Wake Surfing on 

Inland Bodies of Water – Turbidity Focus

Source: https://www.scirp.org/journal/paperinformation?paperid=116094



Numerical Study of the Impact of Wake Surfing on 

Inland Bodies of Water – Turbidity Focus



Numerical Study of the Impact of Wake Surfing on 

Inland Bodies of Water – Turbidity Focus

Ski boat (direct drive)

Wake boat (V drive)

Inboard/Outboard
Pontoon (Outboard)



Numerical Study of the Impact of Wake Surfing on 

Inland Bodies of Water – Turbidity Focus



Numerical Study of the Impact of Wake Surfing on 

Inland Bodies of Water – Turbidity Focus

Wake/surf boats do not have a significant impact to the bottom surface profile of a 
lake in depths of 7.5-10 ft or greater

Average depth of Lake Sherwood main lake is 8.9 ft

Average depth of “surfer’s alley” is >12 ft



2024 Lake Sherwood Annual Water Quality Report

Total Suspended Solids Data 

All Lake Sherwood total suspended solid 

measurements below 20 mg/L cutoff per Progressive
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WSIA Wave Energy Study Summary



WSIA Wave Energy Study



WSIA Wave Energy Study

Shallow water = max 10 ft

Deep water = min 22 ft



WSIA Wave Energy Study

Shallow water = max 10 ft

Deep water = min 22 ft



WSIA Wave Energy Study - Findings

Picture from Aug 2024 storm on Lake Sherwood, 
wind generated waves on main lake



WSIA Wave Energy Study - Recommendations



Lake Sherwood Map

Maintaining the aligned 200 ft from shore guideline is not an issue on Lake Sherwood

200 ft





Additional Points from MBIA

1. Banning any boat type is a slippery slope. What boat type will be next?

2. Education and collaboration are the most important way to assure all users 

continue to have access to the lake. 

3. Education for wake boats should include to avoid repeat passes, turn down 
your music, stay 200 feet away, be respectful of other boaters.

4. Do not know of any lakes which have banned wake boats. Many lakes have 

worked out a plan to assure safe and coordinated usage. Other lakes have 

identified wake areas. There are ways to collaborate without taking away access.



Rationale for Supporting Current Rights of all

Lake Sherwood Boat Owners

1. Reducing Lake Sherwood’s current standing of being an All Sports to a Multi Sports 
Lake risks a reduction of property values

2. The State of Michigan has assessed similar legislature to what is being proposed for 
Lake Sherwood and has elected not to proceed with such restrictions. Legally, it 
would be extremely difficult to institute such a ban, even on our private lake.

3. While water quality is a known issue, there is no factual evidence or data indicating 
reducing/eliminating/banning wake boats would make any significant impact on 
water quality.

o Other efforts and subject matter expert recommendations, which are backed with 
evidence, should be adopted first

4. Scientific evidence does not support findings that wake boats are a significant  
cause of shoreline erosion / seawall damage

o There are several scientific papers on both sides of this issue, which are contradicting. 
Peer reviewed studies indicate that operating 200 ft from shore is equivalent to the waves 
created by common natural winds.
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Thank You



A Secchi Disk is a black and white disk that is dropped into the water to test water clarity. The tester evaluates 
how deep they drop the disk before it is no longer visible. Simply put, how clear vs cloudy is the water?.

Secchi Disk readings 1980 – 2002 (334 datapoints) – Data provided by: www.mywaterway.epa.gov

2023 Studies – Avg 1.28m

2024 Studies – Avg 1.2m

2023/2024 Readings are similar to 1993/94 & 1999 results.

http://www.mywaterway.epa.gov/

