Residents
learn about
waterfront

management

By Jennifer Chambers | The
Detroit News

COMMERCE
TOWNSHIP - Linda
Tucker knows there is
more to lake living than
simply taking in the
view or frolicking in the
cool water.

Lakes are a natural
resource that needs to
be managed, whether
it's examining water
quality on the shoreline,
identifying plants and
algae or understanding
local laws for weed
removal.

Tucker is one of a
handful of Oakland
County residents who
are self-made experts
on these issues thanks
to a series of classes
offered by Michigan
State University
Extension on lake and
pond management.

"The things you
learn in the class, it's
just riparian education
and things you should
be aware of. I get calls
all the time about algae
on the shoreline and
there are ways to
prevent that," said
Tucker, who lives along
Commerce Township's
Lake Sherwood and is
vice president of the
lake association there.
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The things you learn in class, its just riparian
education and things you should he aware
of," Linda Tucker says.

Linda Tucker and her husband, Harry, work on their pontoon boat and rake their shoreline on Lake Sherwood for
weeds at their Commerce Township home. Linda Tucker studied lake management at the MSU Extension.

Pond classes

Residents who live on lakes or own large
ponds can learn how to address water
problems through six classes offered by
the Michigan State University Extension
beginning Aug. 11 and running through
Sept. 29. Class topics include lake
ecology, regulations, shoreline issues,
fisheries management and algae and
aquatic plant management. Classes are
$25 each and include materials. Call
(248) 858-0895 for information or go
online at www.msue.msu.edu/oakland.



County, there are16,305 homes along430 lakes, ponds and waterways.. People move to
the water for enjoyment, but they soon realize they need an education in aquatic matters
as issues surface, said Matt Dykstra, a water quality agent for MSU

"Often people move onto a lake and they say they don't like the stuff growing in the
lake. But before getting rid of it, there are a lot of legal issues to understand,”
Dykstra said.

The classes cover issues from how lakes work to monitoring fish populations to
wetland identification.

A hot topic for lake owners is excessive plant growth specifically algae and aquatic
weeds which can choke a lake's ecosystem.

The biggest culprit around Oakland County is the Eurasian water milfoil, an
invasive, non-native plant that propagates when cut - a problem often discovered too
late by lakefront owners who have been led to believe that removal or harvesting of
such weeds solves the problem.

A statewide weed harvesting program that has been going on for years has only
made the problem worse. The latest approach chemically treating certain weeds while
removing those that won't propagate - has found success across Oakland County.

Residents of Fish Lake in Rose Township are planning to battle milfoil with a special
assessment district that allows homeowners to be taxed to pay for treatments.

Marlene Arida said she didn't even know what the pesky weed was until she learned
from other residents how it was hurting the lake. She also never knew that the lake
association could collect petitions and pay for the process as a group.

"The weeds are awful. We have a paddle boat and pontoon and it clogs up the
system. My husband is a fisherman. He gets tangled up in the weeds a lot," Arida said.
"It can be dangerous. Swimmers can get tied up in it."

Commerce Township passed an ordinance last year prohibiting the use of
phosphorus in lawn fertilizer. The move is expected to slow the growth of such plants,
a huge problem plaguing nearly every waterway in Oakland County.

The problem starts when runoff from lawn fertilizers, which typically

contain a high amount of phosphorus and nitrogen, finds its way into the water system.
Once in the water, it accelerates growth of algae and aquatic plants.

Kathy Fraser, an environmental planner for the Oakland County Drain Office, said
conditions in and around Oakland County's inland lakes are ripe for excessive plant
growth because lake beds and soils around lakes are rich in phosphorus.

In addition, weather conditions, use of the lake, introduction of species, clearing out of
land and cleaning the beaches encourage plant growth, Fraser said.

Martha Klemmer, who also lives on Lake Sherwood and is active in the lake
association, which includes 625 homes, said many lake residents there arc actively
pursuing information on lakes and taking the courses. Klemmer started a water testing
program soon after she moved near the lake in 1977. She wishes others were so active.

"I don't think people understand lake management issues," Klemmer said. "My
neighbors put sand in every year. It makes the lake more shallow and it grows the
weeds faster. The last thing we want to do is put anything into the lake."

You can reach Jennifer Chambers at (248) 647-7402 or jchambers@detnews.com
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